


mind as I was  being confronted by our 
present realities.  
 
On the one hand, a year has passed since 
our fellow Filipinos endured the havoc 
brought by Supertyphoon ñYolanda,ò and 
yet they continue to suffer as they are de-
prived of permanent housing, sustainable 
livelihood and basic social services. On the 
other, we hear of bureaucratic corruption 
and plunder, and the governmentôs ineffi-
ciency in relief and reconstruction efforts.  
  
Come to see if Jesusô family in the stable 
ð faced with a difficult situation and 
wanting in so many things ð is the same 
reality for the thousands affected by the 
typhoon.  
 
Their situation, in fact, could have been 
much worse if not for kindhearted indivi-
duals and organizations who went to help 
with ña jar of warm water and towels, a 
basket of bread and wine, a piece of clean 
blanket and a bottle of oil.ò 
 
Who can tell, but that part where people 
came to help Joseph, Mary and the child 
Jesus could indeed, be a genuine fact of 
the nativity story. Rising from the rubble is 
always easier when more hands help in 
picking the bricks from the ground. 
 
Through its Task Force on Emergency 
Response (TFER), the Church helped  de-
vastated communities. Our clergy and lay 
people were committed in serving indigent 
typhoon survivors even as they, too, were 
victims themselves.  
 
While many suffer from dire living condi-
tions, however, public funds are controlled 
by the few.  
 
The reported misuse of the Priority Deve-
lopment Assistance Fund and the Dis-
bursement Acceleration Program has trig-
gered an avalanche of protests.  
 
Filipinos from all walks of life ð chur-
ches, civil society groups and peopleôs 
organizations ð formed the Peopleôs Initi-
ative that would gather millions of signa-
tures needed to pass a law that would scrap 
the pork barrel system. 
 
The President, meanwhile, is left with his 

rhetorical speeches to shield himself and 
his allies from the outrage. 
 
As if we still need to spell out, Mr. Presi-
dent, what is of general knowledge. We 
ask: Is Yolanda the real culprit of the suf-
fering of the people?  
 
The fight against the pork barrel system is 
a long and winding road as the higher-ups  
is expected to keep control of their fatty 
pork. But the collective political exodus of 
Filipinos will persevere as it continues to 
gain ground.  
 
Advocates and volunteers work untiringly 
in educating and organizing the masses. In 
every corner, we see them in the Peopleôs 
Initiative sign-up tents, and we are remin-
ded of how ñshepherds were telling those 
whom they met on the streets about the 
child who was lying down in the manger.ò 
 
The Church declared all our cathedrals and 
parishes as Peopleôs Initiative sign-up cen-
ters as our contribution to the anti-pork 
barrel movement. This is part of our call 
for transparency and accountability in gov-
ernance.  
 
This is a moral imperative ð a call to dis-
cipleship that must manifest through 
prayerful discernment and concrete pro-
phetic action. 
 
As we confront these two realities, the 
nativity helps us understand the meaning 
of ñsolidarity,ò as Jesusô birth speaks of 
how God is with us. When we see the in-
carnation in this way, we come to realize 
that Godôs solidarity with humanity is the 
foundation of human dignity. God became 
human in Jesus who is the sacrament of 
Godôs solidarity with us. 
 
Every time we support the least and the 
last among our kababayan, every time we 
stand with the humbled and hungry, the 
vitality of solidarity breaks down the 
boundaries of social marginalization. It 
brings forth hope and transforms a crisis 
situation into a constructive process of 
rebirth and renewal as survivors become 
empowered rising from their beleaguered 
situation toward a society where justice 
and peace are realities. 

 
The birth of Christ endows us with a cou-
rageous spirit. It is an opportunity to share 
to our kababayan, through solidarity in 
their struggle, this renewing power of the 
birth of Jesus. 
 
May we all be blessed as we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, he who is Godôs sacrament 
of solidarity with humanity.   

I 
 SAW in my head a different picture 
of the birth of Jesus. 
 
One night in a rural village in Bethle-

hem, a besieged city under the control of 
Imperial Rome, a young girl named Mary 
gave birth to a baby boy in a stable. His 
father Joseph, a carpenter by trade, took 
the child to his arms and wrapped him in a 

piece of his 
own clothe.  
 
Herdsmen 
from a nearby 
field, awa- 
kened from 
their half-sleep 
by the new-
bornôs cry, 
curiously went 
near the barn. 
There, inside 
the stable, they 
laid their eyes, 
under the 

flicke-ring light of an oil lamp, upon the 
child lying down in a roll of hay in a 
trough where the cattle feed. Pitying the 
poor baby, the shepherds ran to the village 
for help, tel-ling those whom they met on 
the streets about the child who was lying 
down in the manger.  
 
Soon after, the voices of people entering 
the stable were heard. One carried a jar of 
warm water and towels, another held a 
basket of bread and wine. Another one 
clutched a piece of clean blanket for the 
child, and again, another one brought a 
bottle of oil to light the lamp. A joyful 
spirit began to fill the entire barn, with 
Joseph and Mary and their child Jesus re-
ceiving the warmth of a family and home 
from the kind hearts of those ordinary peo-
ple unknown to them all.  
 
Meanwhile, in the imperial palace and 
courtyard, the king and his cohorts were 
drowning themselves in an aristocratic 
nocturnal banquet of indulged pageantry 
and gaiety. Little did they know that while 
they blindly reveled in their treasures and 
political power, judgment has already been 
rendered unto their crimes with the birth of 
 a child whose name was Jesus. 
 
 This scenario came up in my 
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